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made, as Whately would tell us, cross divisions. Never mind The first subject, regeneration, is by far the most important and useful, I think. ...
It is six years yesterday since I passed my examination • and if you knew all about me which I know, at and since that time, you would know I have very much to be serious about and grateful for. I trust I am placed where I may be an instrument for good to the Church of God. May you (as you are, and more than you are) be a blessing to all around you for miles and miles. And may we both and all the members of Christ work together in their respective stations for the edification of the whole body. This is Sunday, and I cannot better conclude my letter than by such a prayer.
Ever yours very sincerely,
JOHN H. NEWMAN.
The subject Mr. Newman proposes to Mr. Rickards was one for which he would seem naturally, as well as by his course of reading, well fitted; but he had an objection to 'big books.' The following characteristic answer gives his grounds for declining the proposed task :
BEV. S. BICKARDS TO REV. J. H. NEWMAN.
January 9, 1827.
You entertained me by the magnificent work with which you design that I should ennoble myself ; and by your so quietly taking for granted two such very debatable points as that I could write it and that other people would read it. Your plan pleased me much by its comprehensiveness and by its ingenuity too ; but I do not quite agree with you in thinking that much can be done in these times of ours, through the weight of old authorities. I am not of opinion that any considerable regard would be paid to them except by a few thoughtful men, however well they might be collected ; and even they would be hardly inclined to listen to a man offering to do this for them ; and, in fact, I guess the materials will be found too stubborn and discrepant to work well in the form in which you are naturally so desirous to see them. My impression is that our old writers are excellent men to keep company with, -if you wish to strengthen your powers byher leading
